ABSTRACT. In 1975, Kaplansky conjectured that a finite-dimensional semisimple Hopf algebra is necessarily involutory. Twelve years later, Larson and Radford proved the conjecture in characterisitic 0 and obtained significant partial results in positive characteristics. The goal of this paper is to offer an efficient proof of these results using rather minimal prerequisites, no "harpoons", and gratifyingly few "hits". 
and that T intertwines the two representations. We will not need the latter fact here. Rather, we will just use T and several of its variants to obtain certain trace equations of interest. Specifically, if ,: H 0 V -+ Ho V is a linear transformation, then trH? v T-' I pT = trH& V u and, as we will see, equalities of this nature yield the necessary character formulas. We start with a simple example.
Let and from this and the definition of multiplication in H*, it follows that g is a group-like element of H. In particular, g is invertible in H and in fact g has finite multiplicative order.
(ii) We now show that the functional Ag E H* given by Ag)(a) = A(ag) for all a e H is a right integral of H* . To this end, observe that since g is invertible in H, any element of H* is of the form 9: a --+ 4(ag) for some E e H*. Furthermore, since g is a group-like element, we have 
